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Pte. Garrett Chidley

Pte. Garrett Chidley, 21, of Langley was one of four Canadian soldiers killed on December
30th in Afghanistan when the armoured vehicle they were riding in struck an improvised ex-
plosive device. The funeral for Private Garrett Chidley was held on Tuesday, January 12,
2010 at 1:00 p.m. at Victory Memorial Park Funeral Chapel at 14831 28 Avenue in Surrey.
The Canadian Flag at all British Columbia government buildings and establishments in
Langley, Surrey and White Rock has been flown at half mast from sunrise to sunset on Tues-
day, January 12, 2010. At Brookswood, we have had our flag at half mast since Tuesday,
January 5th out of respect for the family. Garrett spent the bulk of his high school at
Brookswood and left a lasting impression on the staff and students. See coverage in Langley
Times and Langley Advance.


http://www.bclocalnews.com/surrey_area/langleytimes/news/80433307.html
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Dear Parents:

Happy New Year to all of you! This month, there
are a number of great things happening at Brooks-
wood. Our Fine Arts Department will be performing
Grease, The Musical. The students have been working
very hard preparing for the opening performance on
Wednesday, January 13th. For information on pur-
chasing tickets, please see page 3 in this newsletter.

Also, our music students will be hosting a Brooks-
wood Pops Concert on Wednesday, January 27th in
the small gymnasium at 7:00 p.m. The Senior District
Jazz Festival will be held on Tuesday, February 2nd in
the theatre and, on Wednesday, February 3rd, our
elementary feeder schools will perform with our senior
concert band in the small gymnasium at 7:00 p.m.
Come and enjoy.

Course planning for grades 10 to 12 students will
begin the first week of February and grades 8 and 9
course planning will begin the middle of February. All
course planning will be completed by spring break.
Brookswood’s timetable will be finished by the end of
the year. Please contact our counsellors if your re-
quire any information or assistance in completing your
student’s course planning.

The first four months of the school year have gone
well. We are now in the middle of the second term and
interim reports will be sent home with students on
Tuesday, January 19th. You will be able to request
the times and teachers you would like to see by filling
out the attached Interview Request Form. For more
information, see page 2 in this newsletter.

If you are still unsure of how your sons and daugh-
ters are doing, don’t hesitate to call. You need to know
about their progress.

Please be aware that in the next few weeks the
Ministry of Education Satisfaction Survey will be com-
ing home with grade 10 and 12 students. The survey
is for parents of students in these two grades. There is
also a separate survey for students in grades 10 and
12 and for the staff. The compiled information assists
our school community in assessing current goals and
planning for the future.

For senior students, Mr. Adrian is keeping stu-
dents informed of the many scholarship opportunities
available, many of which can be applied for immedi-
ately. Students in grade 12 can now find these schol-
arship notices on their school email. This is the most
direct way we have of keeping our students informed.

Mr. Adrian will be going to grade 12 English
classes during the last week of January to give stu-
dents the Langley District and Brookswood Scholar-
ship applications forms. There is lots of scholarship
and bursary money out there, so please tell your sons
and daughters to check their email often. For more
scholarship information, please contact Mr. Adrian in
the Counselling Department.

Please keep in touch. Feel free to telephone or
email me if you have any concerns or questions.

Sincerely,
Mal Gill
Principal
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Dates on the Horizon

WEDNESDAY, January 13th
Collaborative Meeting from 1:15 to 2:37 p.m.
1-3, 1-4, 1-1, 1-2 classes dismissed at 1:15 p.m.

JANUARY 13th to JANUARY 23rd
Brookswood presents GREASE, the musical,
in the theatre.

TUESDAY, January 19th
Interim report cards will be distributed.

MONDAY, January 25th
PAC Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the library.

THURSDAY, January 28th
Parent-Teacher Interviews
2:00 to 5:00 and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Students will be dismissed at 1:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, January 29th
Students will be dismissed at 1:15 p.m.

MONDAY, February 1st

Course Planning Evening for parents of
students entering Grades 10, 11 and 12 in
September, 2010 will be held from

7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the theatre.

FRIDAY, February 19th
Professional Development Day.
School is closed for students.

MONDAY, February 22nd
PAC Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the library.

FRIDAY, February 26th
Report Card Prep/Design & Assessment Day.
School is closed for students.

FRIDAY, March 5th
This is the last school day before spring vacation.

MONDAY, March 15th
This is the first school day after spring vacation.

WEDNESDAY, March 19th
The second formal report is distributed.

MONDAY, March 29th
Parent Advisory Council meeting,
7:00 p.m. in the library.

FRIDAY, April 2nd
School is closed for Good Friday.

MONDAY, April 5th
School is closed for Easter Monday.

\_
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Collaborative Meeting from 1:15 to 2:37 p.m.
2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4 classes will be held until 1:15 p.m.

MONDAY, April 26th
Parent Advisory Council meeting,
7:00 p.m. in the library.

FRIDAY, April 30th
Professional Development Day.
School is closed for students.

MONDAY, May 24th
School is closed for Victoria Day.

TUESDAY, May 25th to FRIDAY, May 28th
Final exam, composition component, in
English 8, 9 and 11.

MONDAY, May 31st
Parent Advisory Council meeting,
7:00 p.m. in the library.

THURSDAY, June 24th

Final report cards will be distributed.
Graduation Ceremony at 7:00 p.m. at the
Langley Events Centre,

7888 200th Street, Langley

FRIDAY, June 25th

The graduation banquet & dance will be held

at 6:00 p.m., at the Coast Hotel & Convention
Centre, 20393 Fraser Highway, Langley

Parent-Teacher Interviews

This year an “Interview Request Form” will be at-
tached to each student’s interim report. On this form
you will be able to request the times and teachers you
would like to see. The form is to be returned to the
office. Once the appointments have been made, a list
of scheduled interviews will be sent home with your
child.

2010/11 Cross Boundries

Brookswood Secondary will begin accepting cross-
boundary submissions on February 1st, 2010 for the
2010/11 school year. Please make sure that you have
with you a cross-boundary form (available at any
school) with Sections A and B of the form filled in and
the necessary signatures included.

When you drop off your cross-boundary form, you
will be asked to complete course planning information,
including elective courses offered, which is available
on the Brookswood website at bw.sd35.bc.ca. If you
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require assistance to complete the course planning,
please call and make an appointment with one of our
counsellors. We also require you to bring with you a
copy of each child’s birth certificate and proof of ad-
dress.

Mr. Gill, Principal of Brookswood Secondary
School, will contact parents/guardians of cross-
boundary applicants beginning late spring/early sum-
mer, depending on availability. Applications will be
accepted in order of submission. Students applying to
Brookswood on a cross-boundary who have a sibling
already attending Brookswood, will be accepted ahead
of other applications, regardless of the date of the
cross-boundary.  Cross-district applications will be
considered after cross-boundary applications from
within the Langley School District.

All students living in the Brookswood catchment
area are guaranteed enrollment at Brookswood Secon-
dary.

Fine Arts Department
The Fine Arts Department presents:

GREASE! - The Musical
Tuesday, January 13th to
Saturday, January 23rd, 2010
Curtain Time: 7:00 p.m.
Tickets: $12.00 per person
(all reserved seats)

GREASE tickets are on sale. All tickets are
$12.00 per seat. Cash or cheque made out to Brooks-
wood Secondary School.

Please e-mail Sharon Conrad at
sconrad@sd35.be.ca or call 604-530-2141, ext. 241, to
make your reservations. There are no refunds or ex-
changes on purchased tickets.

Performance dates are as follows:

Week 1

Wednesday, January 13th 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 14th 7:00 p.m.

Friday, January 15th 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 16th 7:00 p.m.
Week 2

Wednesday, January 20th  time TBA

(Matinee exclusively for elementary feeder schools.)

Thursday, January 21st  7:00 p.m.
Friday, January 22nd 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 23rd  7:00 p.m.
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Snow Closure Process

By 6:30 a.m. or earlier, information about the
status of Langley Schools is posted on the district web
site at www.sd35.bc.ca (click on the “School Status”
link under the Quick Links heading).

The status of schools is also posted on the district’s
Information Hotline at 604-532-1453, and called in to
radio stations CKNW (980 AM) and CKWX (1130 AM).
A receptionist is on duty at the Board Office by 7:00
a.m. during periods when schools might be closed.

If the district can offer its programs and services
safely, it will do so. However, even when schools are
opened parents should consider the conditions in their
own streets and neighbourhoods and decide whether or
not they want to send their children to school. Langley
School District understands that there may be situa-
tions where individual students cannot attend due to
circumstances in their areas.

If you have any questions about the school closure
procedure, please contact Craig Spence, Communica-
tions Manager at Langley School District. He can be
reached at cspence@sd35.be.ca or 604-534-7891.

Langley School District appreciates your patience
and understanding during periods of inclement
weather.

Counsellor’s Corner

Course Planning Evening for Parents of
Students Going into Grades 10, 11 and 12
in September 2010

The counselling department would like to invite
the parents of all students entering grades 10, 11 and
12 to a Parent Evening on Monday, February 1st from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the theatre. We will be discussing
course planning, the Graduation Program, transition
to Post-Secondary, Career Programs available for high
school students and Grad Transitions (formally known
as Portfolio). We encourage all parents to attend.

Course Planning

Course planning for students in grades 10 to 12
will begin the first week of February. Grades 8 and 9
course planning will begin the middle of February. If
you wish to view the Course Booklet, it will be avail-
able on the school website bw.sd35.bc.ca the beginning
of February.

Students will be receiving information and re-
searching career options in order to make sound aca-
demic choices concerning their course work.
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Brookswood Secondary School

Our hope is that students will choose courses that
reflect their skills, interests and aptitudes.

Parents and students are strongly encouraged to
meet with a counsellor regarding graduation require-
ments and/or post-secondary admission requirements.
Please feel free to telephone Mrs. Brayfield, the coun-
selling secretary, to make an appointment.

Counsellors:

¢ Mrs. M. Krische
(students in grades 8 to 11 with the last name
beginning with the letters A to I)

e Mr. I. Adrian
(students in grades 8 to 11 with the last name
beginning with the letters J to L and all grade
12 students)

e Mrs. S. Fritz
(students in grades 8 to 11 with the last name
beginning with the letters M to Z)

Student Services

Please make sure that you inform the school of
any change of address, home, work and emergency
contact numbers.

Grade 9 Immunizations

Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis immunizations will
be offered on Thursday, January 14th at Brookswood
to all grade 9 students who missed the first immuniza-
tions. Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis immunization is
required every 10 years to ensure immunity.

Math Contests

February is math contest month for grades 9 to 12.

On February 9th, during Block 2-4, the AMC12
(American Math Contest 12) will be written. Math 12
and Calculus teachers will be asking their students
who would like to write it. There will be a charge of
$8.00 to write. The contest results are looked at by
SFU and American universities.

Grade 9 (Pascal), Grade 10 (Cayley) and Grade 11
(Fermat) contests from the University of Waterloo, are
written on February 25th during Block 1-2.

Students write the contest for their grade, regard-
less of which math they are in. If there are more than
ten students interested for a grade (9-11), there will be
a pre-contest to decide on our top 10. Teachers have
copies of old contests to help students prepare. Good
luck to our contestants.

January 2010 Newsletter
Aboriginal Program

February is course planning month at Brookswood.
It is an exciting time for the students to choose their
educational directions. A few classes to keep in mind
are: Firstly, First Nations 12 a four credit Social Stud-
ies class that focuses on the richness and diversity of
the First Nations Peoples of British Columbia. Sec-
ondly, the Aboriginal Program sponsors a District
Carving Class held at Brookswood Secondary School.
Students are instructed on safety and respect for the
tools used, as well as techniques in West Coast style
art and design. This class also meets the Ministry of
Education’s guidelines of Carpentry and Joinery 12:
Woodcraft Products. Each of these courses is worth 4
credits towards graduation. Students interested in
taking this course can write down CJP 12 (Aboriginal)
as the code for the course. This year we have 15 stu-
dents in the program.

If your child has any Aboriginal Ancestry and
would like to be a part of the Brookswood Aboriginal
Program, feel free to contact me at the school or by
email at pgoldsack@sd35.bc.ca

Pam Goldsack, Aboriginal Support Worker

Students for Humanity

Thanks so much to students and staff who sup-
ported our fair trade sale and our living gifts sale. We
sold almost $1000.00 of fair trade items and over
$3000.00 of living gifts. This means that artisans all
over the world have a greater chance to achieve eco-
nomic independence. As well, dozens of farmers will be
assisted in Guatemala because the gift to help a
farmer was very popular. Finally, many families will
have the gift of education, or the gift of a goat, or the
gift of life-enhancing ARVs.

We appreciate everyone's support in creating a
better future for the planet's most marginalized.

French Lessons for Adults

Starting in January, the Parent Advisory Commit-
tee of Ecole des Voyageurs (a public Francophone
school located in Walnut Grove) will be offering French
lessons for adults who wish to learn French or simply
improve upon their French skills.

The classes will begin on Tuesday, January 12th
2010 and will continue every Tuesday until March
2nd, 2010. They will be held from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in
our school. The cost is $130.00 per person (for eight
classes).
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Please visit our website at
http://voyageurs.csf.bc.ca/ so you can get to know us
better. You can enroll for the French classes by email-
ing at ape_pac_voyageurs@hotmail.com

Come and discover Langley’s Francophone com-
munity! We organize all sorts of fun events with a
Francophone flair and you’ll find more details on our
website — just go to the APE section!

Your Secrets to Staying
Motivated

Did you make a resolution this New Year? Here
are some helpful hints to keep you on track:

Most Common Resolutions

These are the most common resolutions ranked in
popularity:

¢ lose weight.

¢ do something for personal development (e.g.,
learn a new skill or hobby, overcome shyness, be
nicer to others).

¢ do better in school.
® get more exercise.
e kick a bad habit (e.g., smoking).

Making It Happen...

To reach a goal, it helps to have a plan with spe-
cific steps. It also helps to tell your goal to someone
you trust — supportive friends and family come in
very handy for those times when your willpower's do-
ing a couch potato act.

But do people really make plans and ask for sup-
port? Or do they just wing it? A recent survey of teens
who made resolutions showed the following: 55% said
they made specific plans, but 45% said they just let
things happen. And while 49% shared their resolution
with someone else, 51% preferred to keep it private.

The people who do plan and share their goals gave
us lots of tips on making it work:

¢ plan each day on how you can reach your goal
¢ encourage yourself each day

e write down your goals and place it somewhere
you can see it every day

¢ share your goals with friends and family

...or Not

It can be tough to stick with a goal for a long time,
especially when you don't have the right support. Of
the people in our survey who gave up on their resolu-
tions, most (39%) said it was because they couldn't get
motivated to do it. Motivation is complicated, but iden-
tifying the reasons you want to make the change is
one necessary part of getting motivated. Your reasons
for making the change need to be at least as strong as
the effort you’ll need to put in.

January 2010 Newsletter

Staying Positive
Although some people do give up, our survey
shows that most of you definitely are not quitters. An

impressive 92% of our survey-takers are still on target
to meet their goals.

What's even more impressive is that more than a
third of them say they slipped up but then got back on
track again. That's hard to do. When people stray from
their goals, it's tempting to give up altogether. But
slip-ups are actually part of the learning process.
Thinking positively helps people achieve goals. Con-
gratulations to everyone who recognized this and re-
committed to their resolution!

Staying Motivated

Recognizing and enjoying small successes is one
motivator for people who are trying to stick with a
resolution. Taking inspiration from someone or some-
thing else also helps many of you. Lots of readers
talked about looking up to someone they knew who
had accomplished a goal. One 13-year-old girl who
wants to lose weight to manage her diabetes told us, "I
picture my aunt because she had diabetes and did it,
so I can do it too."

When Times Are Tough

A number of you made resolutions to help over-
come serious difficulties. If things are really tough,
making a resolution to change often isn't enough. It
can be hard to stay motivated when you're doing it
alone. People with serious problems need help from
friends and family. Make sure you seek out the sup-
port of someone you can trust - an adult, parent,
friend, teacher, school counsellor, coach etc.

Focus on Accomplishments, Not Failures

If you've made a resolution that's a struggle to
keep, it can help to focus on the little things that you
achieve, rather than thinking about what you've done
wrong or when you've slipped up.

e Tell yourself how much better you feel.
¢ Give yourself rewards.
® Most of all, take it easy on yourself.

Change Comes More Than Once a Year
A new year isn't the only time to make a change

for the better. In fact, quite a few people told us they
make resolutions anytime they feel like it.

So if you think you'd like to make a change, why
not make a, summer vacation, back-to-school, or other
resolution? And if you're happy with how things are at
the moment and can't think of anything you want to
work on, celebrate yourself!

reprinted from teenhealth.org!

Note: All information on TeensHealth” is for educational
purposes only. For specific medical advice, diagnoses, and
treatment, consult your doctor. © 1995-2009 The Nemours
Foundation. All rights reserved.
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STEP BY STEP
MEDIATION
SERVICES
PRESENTS:

Two locations
to choose
from:

January 21, at
the Semiahmoo
Library-Surrey

Or

January 26 at
the Fleetwood

Library-Surrey

Start 2010
With positive
action

Stop the Step
Family Fight-
ing NOW and
learn how to
create Couple
Strength &
Harmony

Space is limited—

Register now to

ensure a seat for

this informative
free seminar

"H#S%&H#'S()+,-5)  $

FREE SEMINAR

Are You and Your Partner Experiencing Any of the
Following Challenges with Your Step Family?

¢ Parenting Styles causing conflict
¢ Step Children being Disrespectful
¢ Financial Stress from supporting two families
¢ Different House Rules for Biological Children and
Step Children
BY#, '+ 244"+ CH# &' 38" D)$#+, A& #$+$:"+:4.+$'0)9") 3 4)6HE' '
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You are not alone... !
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Happy Blended Family... [tis possible!

Register on line at: www.StepFamilyMediation.com

Or for enquiries call: Brenda at 604-290-3373
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Brenda’s work as a Family Mediator and Step Family Coach enables her to assist families '
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About Brenda Hooper
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